
 
The official publication of the Georgia Tech Band Alumni Association 

"Connecting past band members and current band activities since 1979"          

Brian Hampton, Executive Director  

Hey Band! (Fred!)  

Another Fall is upon us and the football team has started us out in 
fine fashion once again with a great victory at Notre Dame.  2007 
Homecoming has been set for October 20th  vs. Army,  and 
we’d like to invite everyone to join us for the festivities this year.  
Please register as soon as you can for the festivities!  

The purpose of GTBAA is to connect Tech Band Alumni with 
the current Georgia Tech Band program.  This includes the 
athletic and concert bands, percussion groups, and the color 
guard. GTBAA also serves as a social organization to reunite 
former Tech Band members of all generations with each other.  
In the past, most GTBAA activities have been focused on 
Homecoming; however, we are working on several projects that 
will see GTBAA involved throughout the calendar year.  At 
Homecoming, the Alumni Band performs on the field and in the 
stands alongside the current Yellow Jacket Marching Band.  

The annual gathering and business meeting takes place the Friday 
night before Homecoming, and after the game on Saturday there 
is a reception hosted by Tau Beta Sigma at the Couch Building.  
Last year, GTBAA continued to grow, and we once again put 
over 120 players on the field and in the stands with the Alumni 
Band.  We had many more members participating without 
playing.  Please note, in order to be a member of GTBAA, you do 
not need to play with the Alumni Band.  However, we encourage 
everyone to pull out that rusty old instrument and give it a shot 
anyway.  This year we are hoping for 200 or more players, so 
there will be enough noise to disguise your missed notes!  

Some of you will have received this newsletter via email or 
seen it via the website.  To control costs, we will only be 
mailing newsletters to those people for whom the Georgia 
Tech Alumni Association does not have a validated email 
address.   If you receive this via postal mail, please be sure to 
register your email address on gtalumni.org (and state that you 
were in the band) so that you can continue to receive newsletters 
in the future.   

Homecoming weekend is October 19-20th: 
Georgia Tech is hosting Army.   

2008 is the 100th Anniversary of the Georgia Tech Band  

Our main organizational goal is to grow our numbers and involve 
GT Band Alumni from every generation. There is no reason we 
should not be able to have an Alumni Band just as large as or 
larger than the current GT Marching Band. Please contact anyone 
you have kept up with throughout the years and encourage them 
to join you for Homecoming this fall.  We also have big plans for 
2008 to have the largest Alumni Band ever.  Please help us grow 
the band this Fall to reach that goal.  The GT Band shares this 
anniversary with the GT Alumni Association, and all of us are 
working together on plans for 2008.  If you are unable to attend 
in 2007, please make every effort to join us in 2008.  

What’s New for 2007 
2007 is all about gearing up for 2008.  We are heavily into 
planning for the GT Band History Book and will present many 
of our ideas at the meeting on Friday night and a summary again 
on Saturday after the game.  Be sure to see the article in this 
newsletter for more information on how you can be a part of this 
project!  The Alumni Band will also be involved with the GT 
Band appearance in the 2008 Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
and concert in New York City.  On the field in 2007, the Alumni 
Band will be joining the GT Band for their newly updated 
Pregame performance. 

(Continued on page 2)  
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Homecoming is October 19-20!  
Make plans now to attend! 

See inside for complete schedule, and visit our website for the latest 
updates.  www.gtbaa.org -- the content just keeps getting better and better! 

(when it doesn't get hacked) 

http://www.gtbaa.org
http://www.gtbaa.org
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Homecoming Changes  

Friday Gathering:  This Fall we will not be holding the optional 
evening rehearsal with the regular band at Rose Bowl field.  
Instead we are hosting a reception at the Student Success Center 
(on the west side of Bobby Dodd Stadium) with heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and a cash bar.  Part of the cost for this reception will 
be covered by the GT Alumni Association, but we will need to 
charge $10 for each person 12 and up.  This reception will open 
out onto the Alumni Association’s Buzz Bash event for those 
who wish to participate in that event as well.  After the reception 
we will have a brief business meeting where we will discuss 
several important initiatives underway.  

Gameday Performances:  For those who wish to participate in 
the Alumni Band, we will be performing a concert at the 
Campanile behind the Student Center just prior to joining the GT 
Band for the march down The Hill and into Bobby Dodd 
Stadium.  This Fall we will be performing on the field with the 
GT Band for Pregame instead of at Halftime.  This will allow 
Alumni Band members to participate and then return to their 
regular seats within the stadium.  

Family Friendly:  Once again, one of our goals this 
Homecoming is to make the event easier for Alumni with 
families to attend.  We will be providing a small gift for children, 
including an instrument or noisemaker to play.    

Uniform:  We will be using the same polo shirts we have used 
the past few years, but this year we will also have polo shirts in 
Women’s sizes. We also will have adult and children’s T-Shirts 
available.  Last year the t-shirts were quite a hit and are very 
affordably priced for GT gear. 

We can’t wait to see everyone for Homecoming 2007 as we 
begin the big push for the 100th Anniversary in 2008. Join us for 
the reception on Friday at the Student Success Center where you 
will learn what is in store in 2007 and 2008.  On Saturday, be 
there for the morning rehearsal, afternoon performances, the 
football game, and the post-game reception back at the Couch 
Building.  Mark the two days on your calendar and come back to 
Atlanta for a weekend of fun with old friends!         

Important Facts for those marching at Homecoming:

   

So that we look ‘uniform’ for halftime, the uniform will 
be the spiffy gold GTBAA polo shirts and long khaki 
pants (no shorts, please). The Polo shirt is required for 
performing GTBAA members.  Other participants may 
wear the official gold GTBAA T-Shirt. 

 

There is NO Friday practice, so please show up on time 
Saturday for instrument checkout, and to rehearse the 
music.  

There will be new music for us to learn at the rehearsal Saturday morning. 
Please be prompt so that we can practice the music, both new and old. 

Homecoming Schedule 
As of print time, and like it is every year, kickoff time has not been announced.  When you find out when game time is, 

substitute it in the schedule.  Also be sure to visit www.gtbaa.org often for the latest news and information:  

Friday, October 19th

 

6:30 p.m.  Annual GTBAA business meeting, located in the 
Student Success Center on the West side of Bobby Dodd 
Stadium.  Meeting will feature cash bar and hors 
d'oeuvres. Officer elections will be held during this 
meeting, as well as a presentation on the History Book.  

Saturday, October 20th

 

kickoff – 4:15 hrs Alumni Band meets at Couch for instrument checkout & practice 
kickoff – 3:15 hrs Lunch provided near the Student Center, followed by performance at the Campanile 
kickoff Homecoming Game against army 
15 minutes after Win Alumni Band reception at Couch, hosted by Tau Beta Sigma.  Please come and help the 

book project with interviews & identifying people in photographs! 

 

Want timely 
information?   

Sign up for an e-mail 

 

mailing list! 
If you want to get updates on the activities of 
the GTBAA, Iota Alumni, or  Alumni, sign 
yourself up onto one of the e-mail listserves.  
To sign up, go to http://lists.gatech.edu and 
select which mailing lists you want to join.  The 
GTBAA header is "31269", the IAA header is 
"Iotaaa", and the AA header is "Tbs-alumni".  
Follow the instructions, and you're set!

 

http://www.gtbaa.org
http://lists.gatech.edu
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The Ram:  Who’s doing what, and with whom!  

Married:

  
Kristy “Mellie” Watkins & 
Donald Patrick Landon 

 
Carol Brockman & Wyman Date 
(2006) 

 
Katie Seymour & Charles 
Butterfield 

 
Alicia Patrick to Peter 
Cardillo 

 

Llyne Burton & Jack Foy 

 

Elizabeth Van Patten & Charles 
Gaston 

 

Sarah Hibbs & Chris Kaiser   

Engaged:

  

Katie Potter & Tyler Misel 

 

Gene Lopp & Heather 
(Nesbit) Bellini  

New Parents

  
Catherine (Ricketson) & Brett Hubbard begat Andrew 
Sean 

 
Heather & John Babish begat Teresa Rose 

 
Alison & Andy Makely begat William George and Anna 
Jordan 

 
Katie (Murray) & Mike Roman begat Charles Hayden 

 
Kim (Williams) & Eric House begat Brian Tyler 

 

Marcie (Dodd) & Paul Svetz begat Alison Annabelle and 
Andrew Joseph 

 

Jessica (Volavka) & Kevin Sapough begat Emily Gail 

 

Christy & Chuck Dodd begat William Charles 

 

Severine (Groves) & Jeff "Goose" Hutchins begat 
Harriett 

 

Joselyn (Hoffman) & Jim Schutz begat John Paul 

 

Stephanie (Menke) & Brian Hampton begat Jack Aber 

 

Susan (Brock) & Tom Hodge begat Mary Louise 

 

Dawn (McLaughlin) & Niel Bornstein begat Olivia Hee-
Eun McLaughlin (2005) 

 

Elizabeth & Chris Heinze begat Katherine Elizabeth 

 

Jamie (Blaskowski) & Dave Fletcher begat Jackson Paul 
and John Tristan 

 

Autumn (Kern) & Matt Szlemko begat Elizabeth Lily-Ann 

 

Shayna (Sklar) & Art Counts begat Zachary Michael 
(2006) 

 

Shantelle (Leshber) & Tommy Grace begat Annaliese 
Brynn 

 

Jean & J. Mark Roberts begat Grant Sullivan 

 

Sarah & Keith Noles begat Elijah Canon and Elissa 
Grace 

 

Mandy (McFarlin) & Jim Fill begat Elizabeth Pearl 

 

Mandi (Reaves) & Doss Buckalew begat Nathan 

Expecting....

  
[this space left blank]  

Etc.

 
Jack Foy has been accepted to 
the master's program in computer 
science at the University of 
Washington  

After 22 years with Duke Energy, 
Paul Smith has joined Shaw 
Energy Delivery Services as the 
Manager of Relay Engineering.    

Got news to share?  gossip to spread? something to brag about? more cowbell?  Send it to 
Fireball at fireball@kkpsi.org

 

or write it on your Homecoming Info sheet, and we’ll get it into the next 
newsletter! (We print all the news that fits. And if it doesn’t fit, we reduce the font size.)  My apologies to the Bornsteins, Counts, and the 
Dates for the omissions of their announcements in the last newsletter.  

GTBAA Officers and Trustees 
Here’s the list of your GTBAA elected/railroaded officers. 

And as always, feel free to contact any officer (especially Brian) to find out more information about any GTBAA activities.   
This being an odd year, we will be electing the Executive Director and Secretary/Treasurer at the annual meeting on Oct. 19th.  So, 
show up or it could be you!  

Brian Hampton Executive Director bhampton.cs96 @ gtalumni.org Val Stickles Board Member vstickles @ manh.com  
Wendy Troemel Secretary/Treasurer troemel @ numail.org Brian Clements Board Member sparky @ polter.net 
Ina Bachmann Board Member inah @ mindspring.com Tammy Simons Board Member tssimons @ gmail.com 
Sam “Fireball” Feuer      Board Member fireball @ kkpsi.org  

Sign up by October 1st for Homecoming!  

PLEASE complete the form on page 5 and return it with your money 
to GTBAA by October 1st.  This will confirm your participation in the 
Band Alumni Reunion.  Even if you will not be able to attend 
Homecoming, fill out this form anyway so that we can keep our 
records up-to-date. 
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Click www.gtbaa.org

 
If you know of somebody who is not getting a copy of this newsletter, have them contact the Alumni Association at 

(404) 894-0779 or 1-800-GT ALUMS or E-mail Brian Hampton at bhampton.cs96@gtalumni.org.    

 
Georgia Tech Band History Book Project 

Sam "Fireball" Feuer, Book Project Director  

As part of the Centennial Celebration of the Georgia 
Tech Band, the GTBAA is creating a book that will tell the 
band's story in pictures and stories.  Work has begun to dig 
through the archives and stacks of photographs, to get the best 
ones that really tell the story of the band.  We are planning on 
unveiling this book at Homecoming in 2008, so as you can 
imagine, we have a lot of work to do! 

We want your stories!  We have created a wiki at 
http://www.gtbandhistory.org to collect your pictures and 
stories.  For those of you who have not heard of a wiki before, 
it is a collaborative site where anybody can log in and edit the 
text that is already there, and add new text.  Please take the 

time to look at the site, and where you see inaccuracies or 
deficiencies, add your tales to the mix!  If you do not feel 
comfortable or are otherwise unable to add your information, 
please feel free to e-mail me at gtbandhistory@gmail.com, or 
snail mail me at 809 Woodcliff Drive, Sandy Springs, GA 
30350.  In addition, we will be collecting stories & interviews 
at Homecoming 2007, so be ready to tell us how band was 
Back In Your Day.  Also at this year's homecoming, we will 
have tables set up at the post-game reception, where you can 
help us to identify all of the characters that are featured in the 
pictures we have collected.   

History Book Contact Info:

 

Wiki: http://www.gtbandhistory.org 
E-mail: gtbandhistory@gmail.com 

Snail mail:  Sam Feuer, 809 Woodcliff Drive, Sandy Springs, GA  30350 

 

News from Iota - Kappa Kappa Psi: 
J. Brian Johns, President   

The brothers of the Iota chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi, 
having recently concluded an exciting and eventful year, are 
preparing for another as we begin preparations for the band’s 
upcoming centennial celebration.  Last year, under the leadership of 
Brother Charles Gaston, our chapter enjoyed great financial growth, 
increased membership, and undertook a variety of service projects.  
In recent years, our band has taken steps to constantly improve its 
quality, and we have attempted to do the same. 

We are pleased to announce we crossed nine new brothers 
into our chapter last year.  In the fall, Jeffery Halter, Sarah Jordan, 
Matt Scrudato, and Christopher White entered our chapter.  Later in 
that year, we cross Ralph Cullen, Vicky Johnson, Kevin Lindsey, 
Melissa Wheeler, and Robert Willett.  These brothers have each 
undertaken leadership and service roles within the chapter and band 
program, including the positions of chapter secretary, chapter 
historian, committee chairs, drum major, staff assistant, section 
leader, and RAT Dad.  We are also excited that Melissa, who crossed 
this spring, is the daughter of Joseph Wheeler, an alumnus of our 
chapter from 1976.   

Last spring, Iota, in conjunction with the Epsilon Theta 
chapter of Tau Beta Sigma, welcomed hundreds of brothers and 
sisters from across the southeast to our campus as we hosted the 2007 
district convention.  This event went very well and our chapters and 
music program have received acclamations from district and national 
officers and our fellow brothers.  We are quite pleased with this 
year’s convention and owe a great deal of credit to the efforts of Dr. 
Andrea Strauss and Brothers Joshua Dover and Elizabeth Gaston, 
who headed the planning.  

This summer, Iota took part in our biennial national 
convention held in Orlando, Florida.  National convention included 

an assortment of productive workshops and seminars for improving 
local bands and chapters, along with large sessions and committee 
meetings to address fraternal business.  Our chapter was well 
represented by the brothers in attendance, including Kathy Goodman, 
Ryan Phelps, Kia Thomas, and myself, and has gained from the 
experience ideas from a number of our fellow bandsmen and 
brothers.  We are pleased to also announce that our own, Dr. Andrea 
Strauss, was awarded at the convention the Stanley G. Finck 
Memorial Award.  This award is a great distinction and the highest 
honor given out jointly by Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma.  
Dr. Strauss in the first music educator to receive this award and joins 
a short list of highly talented previous recipients.  

This summer the Iota chapter also celebrated two 
weddings.  In July, Brothers Charles Gaston and Elizabeth Van 
Patten were married.  This August, Brothers Sarah Hibbs and Chris 
Keiser also held their wedding.  These brothers have dedicated a 
number of years to service of our band and we wish them luck and 
good fortune as they begin their lives in service to one another. 

We, as a chapter are preparing for an exciting year.  In the 
previous year, the Iota chapter grew on the local level and made a 
number of good impressions at the district and national level, which 
we intend to cultivate.  Before us lie the centennial of the Georgia 
Tech band and the culmination of our commissioning project.  There 
are a number of projects we have planned to assist the band as it 
prepares for the historic events of next year and ever stand ready to 
serve the members, directors and alumni of the Georgia Tech Band.  
It is our constant goal to promote the highest level of music within 
our beloved band and to ever strive for the highest.  

http://www.gtbaa.org
http://www.gtbandhistory.org
http://www.gtbandhistory.org
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